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An extra $4 charge tacked onto the annual
vehicle registration fees paid by San Mateo County
Motorists would be extended through 2012 under a
proposal a countywide board will consider Thursday.
Since it was created by state legislation in 2004,
the $4 fee has funded
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more years for vehicles registered in the county, generating about $2.7
million per year.
The reauthorization vote comes after a nearly
two-year effort by state Sen. Joe Simitian, D-Palo
Alto – who sponsored the 2004 bill that created the
fee as a pilot project when he was in the Assembly –
to push a renewal bill through to the governor’s desk.
Simitian sponsored a bill last year to continue
the $4 charge until 2019, but Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger vetoed it, saying he would consider
a shorter extension if proponents could show the
program has been successful.
So county officials compiled data showing 130
miles of roads were reconstructed, 157 traffic signals
were replaced, 110,175 miles of streets were swept
and 16,787 storm drains and catch basins were cleans
in the program’s first three years. The money is also
helping fund a hydrogen-powered commuter shuttle
that the association is leasing from Ford as a
demonstration project.

Over the objections of several groups,
Schwarzenegger signed the new version of the bill in
September to extend the fee for four years instead of
10.
The Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association
considered Simitian’s bill one of several dozen
“threats to taxpayers” on its Web site, saying the
authorization of the $4 charge without voter approval
violates Proposition 13.
The California New Car Dealers Association
also urged the governor to veto the extension, saying
the California motorists are “already overburdened
with hidden vehicle fees.”
The California vehicle registration fee starts at
$34 per year but motorists also pay several other
add-on fees to fund air quality districts, smog
abatement, abandoned vehicle removal, the
California Highway Patrol, call boxes and theft
deterrence. “With the current poor economic climate
in our state, we believe there continues to be no good
reason to further increase the cost of vehicle
ownership in California, absent a comprehensive
statewide plan to address global warming and criteria
pollution,” wrote Brian Mass, the director of
government affairs for the association, in a letter to
Schwarzenegger.
But Rich Napier, C/CAG’s executive director,
said the funds are “a drop in the bucket” compared to
the expensive impact cars have on infrastructure. He
said it makes sense to charge motorists for the costs
associated with driving.
“If you don’t drive a motor vehicle, you don’t
have to pay it and you don’t have the impact to the
streets and roads, you don’t have the impact to
water,” Napier said. “To me it’s a very simple thing.
It’s like paying for parking.”
Half of the funds are distributed to C/CAG while
the rest go to governments throughout the county for
programs that address traffic congestion of
stormwater pollution.
Bill Dickenson, a Belmont council member and
member of the C/CAG board, said he is fiscally
conservative but believes the $4 charge is “an
appropriate levy or tax to continue.”

