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Introductory Questions to Panelists: (time stamp:  
 

• USEPA: At last year’s meeting you announced the EPA’s settlement with Lehigh. Can you 
remind us of those details?  

• USEPA: Can you update us on where things stand with respect to required improvements at 
this time? 
 

• US Fish & Wildlife: Can you explain what a Habitat Conservation Plan is, which species it 
covers, and how it works to help ensure the long-term viability of the species on the site? 

• US Fish & Wildlife: I’ve heard the term “take permit” used. What does that mean exactly, 
and how is it part of a larger conservation plan for a site? 

• US Fish & Wildlife: Can you help us understand the role U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service plays 
with respect to the restoration work being planned for in Permanente Creek? 
 

• Air District: Can you remind us how people report visible emissions complaints to the Air 
District for investigation? 

• Air District: What type of air monitoring is taking place at the facility on a routine basis? 

• Air District: What is the purpose of the monitoring? 

• Air District: Did the Air District record any violations at the facility during the 2021 calendar 
year, and if so, could you describe them briefly to us? 

• Air District: The kiln is shut down. Can you tell us what that’s about? 
 

• County Counsel: Lehigh sued the County over our approach to processing their Rec Plan 
Amendment. Can you remind us all where that lawsuit currently stands? 

• County Counsel: Can you please explain what the new Memorandum of Agreement 
between the County and the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District relating to the 
inspection and enforcement of the Ridgeline Protection Easement Deed does? 

• County Counsel: You work with property owners to bring them into compliance after they 
have received a notice of violation. Can you update us on where Lehigh stands with respect 
to prior NOV’s? 
 

• County Environmental Health: Were there any noise complaints in 2021? What about 
notices of violation?  

• County Environmental Health: Can you tell us a little bit more about the routine noise 
monitoring the County does for Lehigh? 

• County Environmental Health: Can you explain what your group oversees with respect to 
hazardous waste? 

• County Environmental Health: How often are you inspecting Lehigh (for hazardous waste 
compliance) and how can you get the job done with that inspection frequency? 

• County Environmental Health: Are you a CUPA (Certified Unified Program Agency)? 

• County Environmental Health: If you had more positions, could you get out there more 
often?   
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• County Environmental Health: How would you characterize compliance with hazardous 
waste storage requirements over the past year? 
 

• County Planning: What is the current status of the reclamation plan amendment Lehigh first 
submitted in 2019? 

• County Planning: Has County Planning issued any violations at Lehigh since last year’s 
meeting? 

• County Planning: Where are we in the review of Lehigh’s Financial Assurance Cost Estimate? 
 

• Valley Water: It’s easy and understandable to get Valley Water confused with the Regional 
Water Quality Control Board. Are there any activities at Lehigh overseen by Valley Water? 

• Valley Water: You do assess the quality of the groundwater? 

• Valley Water: If I recall, there were groundwater wells the District was monitoring. Are 
there any findings there we should be aware of?  

• Valley Water: Does that mean people can feel comfortable about drinking water in the 
area?  
 

• City of Cupertino: How long have you been with the City of Cupertino?  

• City of Cupertino: A few years back when Lehigh built the haul road that went to Stevens 
Creek Quarry, it impacted parcels in the City and the County. Can you refresh our memories 
about where that stands? 

 
Audience Questions: (time stamp: 1:11) 
 

• County Planning: Will Lehigh be granted further mining expansions or concessions? (time 
stamp: 1:11) 
 

• County Counsel: Will they be cut off? If not, why not? If they are in violation, why do they 
get to keep operating? (time stamp: 1:13) 
 

• County Planning & Counsel: What criteria are used to determine if a mine has been 
abandoned and reclamation must begin? When will the County enforce reclamation? (time 
stamp: 1:16) 
 

• County Planning: Is it correct that Reclamation needs to commence by 2032? (time stamp 
1:21) 
 

• County Planning: Does the land come to the County at the end of Reclamation? (time 
stamp: 1:22) 

 

• Air District: Does anyone know when the kiln will be re-started? (time stamp: 1:23) 
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• Air District: Can people get historical data on air pollutant levels on your website? (time 
stamp: 1:23) – submit for a written answer 

 

• Air District: Are sensors used to monitor air quality on site? Are the standards being met? 
(time stamp: 1:24) 

 

• Air District: How are agencies adapting their rules to climate change to take into account 
the air impacts of things like wildfires? (time stamp: 1:25) 
 

• Air District: Can you explain why the district seems to have revised down the initial elevated 
cancer risk it calculated in association with the aggregate plant in 2021? (time stamp: 1:27) 
 

• Valley Water: Can the water district compare the monitoring well results to residential 
screening levels so the public can understand if the current conditions meet the residential 
screening level requirements? (time stamp: 1:28) 
 

• City of Cupertino/County Planning: How can we limit truck traffic? (time stamp: 1:29) 
 

• County Planning/County Counsel: Series of questions related to internal haul road between 
Stevens Creek and Lehigh quarries. (time stamp: 1:30)  

 

• County Planning: Can we get more detail on the financial status of reclamation? (time 
stamp: 1:32) 

 

• County Planning: With the kiln shut down, what’s going on at the site? (time stamp: 1:34) 
 

• County Planning: Presumably, if they are importing and selling cement, your department, in 
consultation with County Counsel, has determined that is a lawful activity on the site? And 
are they also making and selling aggregate? (time stamp: 1:35) 
 

• County Counsel: Since the kiln is out, how can there be sufficient activity to say the 
operation is fully active and not actually abandoned? Is this a confusion between the kiln 
and quarry activity or is there some other explanation you can share? (time stamp: 1:36) 
 

• County Planning: Will Lehigh be allowed to mine in unvested areas? (time stamp: 1:38) 
 

• County Planning: How long would it take for Lehigh to receive entitlements to mine in an 
unvested area? (time stamp: 1:38) 
 

• Supervisor Simitian: What are the reasons for the County to propose purchase of cement 
plant and quarry? How to fund the purchase? What’s the estimated cost to purchase? What 
will happen if the County buys it? What about future use? How will construction costs be 
impacted if Lehigh closes? How can the public help support the County in its acquisition of 
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Lehigh? Is there a study of potential use, design, and build out scenarios for after the site is 
restored? (time stamp: 1:38) 
 

• Supervisor Simitian: When will we have in-person meetings again? (time stamp: 1:45) 
 

• County Planning/County Counsel: Does Lehigh have plans to build a low emission cement 
plant and could the County require them to do that? (time stamp: 1:46) 
 

• County Planning: When is the status of the railroad? (time stamp: 1:49) 
 

• County Planning/US Fish & Wildlife: What is the status of water contamination both from 
the pit and runoff from the creek? When will the Permanente Creek project begin and when 
will it be completed? How often is the creek monitored for Selenium and other toxins and 
what is the current health of the creek habitat for fish and other animals? (time stamp: 
1:50) 
 

• U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: How often do habitat conservation plans actually work, how are 
they monitored for success, and if they don’t work, are there any penalties? (time stamp: 
1:55) 
 

• All Agencies: Are there any outstanding fines or penalties?  
 


