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Unanswered Questions from 3/2/22 Lehigh Public Meeting 

Air District 
• Can people get historical data on air pollutant levels on your website? 

 

Yes, the air monitoring data page on the Air District’s website provides both real-time and 

historical information on air quality and meteorological conditions derived from 

measurements at air quality monitoring stations around the Bay Area.  For instructions on 

how to find air monitoring data, see the Air Monitoring Data Guide (baaqmd.gov). 

 

• Is there a chart/graph showing data about airborne mercury and other air pollutant levels 

over the past two years? 

 

The following summary presents reported emissions for criteria pollutants, mercury, and 

several selected air toxic pollutants from the Lehigh Cement facility for reporting years 

2018, 2019, and 2020; and, are based on data submitted to the California Air Resources 

Board (CARB) as part of the California Emissions Inventory Development and Reporting 

System (CEIDARS). 

 
SUMMARY OF CRITERIA AIR POLLUTANTS AND TOXIC EMISSIONS FOR LEHIGH CEMENT BY YEAR: 

Pollutants 2018 2019 2020 

Criteria Air Pollutants (tons/yr) 

Carbon Monoxide 4593 4171 1031 

Oxides of Nitrogen 1022 1035 205 

Oxides of Sulfur 1278 1293 246 

Particulate Matter 10 microns or less 491 473 126 

Particulate Matter 2.5 microns or less 331 319 85 

Total Organic Gases 460 406 107 

Toxic Air Pollutants (lbs/yr) 

1,3-Butadiene 1.82 1.84 0.35 

Acetaldehyde 1189.95 1063.53 273.03 

Ammonia (NH3) 627247.97 551907.27 146617.11 

Benzene 618.20 547.59 147.10 

Chromium (VI) 1.10 0.97 0.26 

Diesel PM 6.35 28.61 10.90 

Formaldehyde 477.67 420.67 111.88 

Mercury (all) 40.80 35.92 9.56 

 

 

https://www.baaqmd.gov/about-air-quality/current-air-quality/air-monitoring-data-guide
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Figure 1 - Lehigh Cement Emissions by Reporting Year 

 

 

• Do we know what amount of dust in the area comes from Lehigh’s activities? 

 

No, area (fugitive) dust contributions from Lehigh activities have not been measured.  Dust 

and/or particulate matter emissions from the facility are minimized in several ways.  The 

facility abates its material handling equipment with baghouse dust collectors.  For example, 

particulate emissions from the Lehigh Cement kiln are abated by these units.  The facility 

must also adhere to fugitive dust standards contained in the Air District’s Portland Cement 

Manufacturing regulation (Reg 9 Rule 13 Nitrogen Oxides Particulate Matter and Toxic Air 

Contaminants from Portland Cement Ma (baaqmd.gov)) and the facility fugitive dust control 

plan. 

 

• Does the Air District continuously monitor the quarry’s NESHAP data? 

 

National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) are stationary source 

standards for hazardous air pollutants or HAPs.  While NESHAP standards exist for Lehigh’s 

Cement facility and its emissions are continuously monitored by continuous emission or 

parametric monitoring systems (CEMS/PEMS) to ensure compliance, there are no 

corresponding NESHAP standards for Lehigh’s quarry and the emissions from the quarry are 

not continuously monitored. 

 

• Are vehicular emissions monitored for their contributions to greenhouse gas emissions? 

 

No, greenhouse gas emissions are not tracked nor monitored for Lehigh-related vehicles. 
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US EPA  
• Can the public receive live, real-time emissions data through an agency website? 

 

There currently is not an agency website of live, real-time emissions data. The public can 

request for emissions data from BAAQMD or EPA Region 9. 

 

• What do we know about contamination at the cement plant? 

 

The Superfund and Emergency Management Division conducted a Preliminary Assessment 

in 2012. The purpose of a Preliminary Assessment is to determine if the site warrants 

further work under Superfund.  EPA concluded that no additional action was warranted 

under Superfund at that time. 

County Planning 
• What is the plan to restore the hillside? 

 

This question is very general.  For details about reclamation planned for a particular area, 

please see the approved Lehigh Reclamation Plan here: 

https://stgenpln.blob.core.windows.net/document/Lehigh_RPA_20111213_AmendedMain

Doc.pdf  

 

• How many truck trips are there per day? 

 

Lehigh operates without a Use Permit because of the Board of Supervisor’s 2011 vested 

rights determination.  As a result, the County has no mechanisms to monitor or limit the 

number of truck trips per day resulting from the quarry and cement plant operations. 

 

• How far down Stevens Creek does Lehigh Property extend? 

 

Lehigh’s property ends approximately 900 ft. west of the intersection of Stevens Creek 

Boulevard and Stonebridge Street/Ridgeway Drive.        

 

• If the quarry is abandoned, who has the responsibility to do the reclamation? What keeps 

Lehigh from walking away? 

 

In the event that the quarry operator is unable to reclaim or abandons the site, Santa Clara 

County would pull the Financial Assurance Mechanism (bonds totaling approximately $62 

million) and reclaim the site.  This bond is reviewed every year and updated as needed to 

account for changing conditions and costs.      

 

https://stgenpln.blob.core.windows.net/document/Lehigh_RPA_20111213_AmendedMainDoc.pdf
https://stgenpln.blob.core.windows.net/document/Lehigh_RPA_20111213_AmendedMainDoc.pdf
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• Does the reclamation plan anticipate leaving the land ready for residential homes to be 

built? 

 

No.  The approved 2012 Reclamation Plan specifies that the land will be reclaimed as open 

space, not housing. 

 

• How long is the 1939 cement plant use permit good for? 

 

The 1939 Cement Plant Use Permit does not have a specified end date and will stay valid as 

long as the uses allowed by the Use Permit (production and storage of cement) do not 

cease for more than a year.  Should they cease operation for more than one year, the Use 

Permit would cease, and Lehigh would need to apply for a new one.   

 

• What is being done with the landslides that have occurred around the property?  

 

The quarry operator had their consultants investigate and analyze several landslides.  

Recommendations to mitigate those landslides (grading and drainage controls) have been 

implemented. 

 

• Is the County doing soil stability tests?  

 

The County required the operator to have their consultants conduct field and office studies 

of slope stability.  The County Geologist reviewed the resulting reports. 

 

• Are there areas that are more susceptible to landslides? 
 

Yes.  Several historic landslides have been identified, studied, and mitigated. 

 

• What role did the quarry play with respect to the 1982 landslide? 

 

The quarry operator had their consultants study the very large 1988 landslide (located on 

the northwest side of the quarry pit). They provided recommendations for “emergency” 

correction grading (fill) which was placed to restore a portion of the ridgeline that had been 

impacted. 

 

• What is being done to add vegetation to protect the hillsides from soil erosion and 

landslides? 

 

Lehigh regularly hydroseeds newly graded areas and installs erosion control BMPs (best 

management practices) to ensure that erosion is kept to a minimum and contained.  The 
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County inspects Lehigh monthly, and the County inspection team includes a Senior Grading 

Inspector to monitor and ensure that erosion control devices are maintained and installed 

as needed on a regular basis. 

 

• Can the County use drones to monitor more frequently? 

 

The County currently inspects Lehigh Quarry on a monthly basis.  The County is currently 

exploring the use of drones to augment our on-site inspections, though the use of drones 

would not likely alter the frequency of inspections.   

 

Separately, the County is coordinating with the Mid-Peninsula Regional Open Space District 

on annual monitoring of the northern pit rim area, and this third-party inspection will likely 

include the use of drones. 

 

• What inspections are being done specific to the cement storage and sale? 

 

The County is not currently conducting inspections of the cement plant specifically, but is 

monitoring the level and types of activity occurring at the cement plant.   

 

• What will the pit be filled with and how is that determined? 

 

The approved 2011 Reclamation Plan Amendment (RPA) specifies how the site will be 

reclaimed.  For the main pit specifically, the 2011 RPA specifies that approximately 48 

million tons of overburden (waste rock unsuitable for cement production) currently stored 

in the West Materials Storage Area (WMSA) will be utilized to backfill the North Quarry.  

Another 12 million tons of additional material from on-site will also be used.   

 

• Have there been geologic studies so we know what is likely to happen during an 

earthquake? 

 

Yes. Pseudo-static slope stability analyses have been performed to determine the amount 

of movement that is likely to occur in response to the ground shaking associated with the 

strongest earthquake likely to occur in the area. 

County Counsel 
• Is there a way to get public access from Stevens Creek Blvd to Rancho San Antonio? 

 

Public access from Stevens Creek Blvd to Rancho San Antonio County Park would require 

public access easements over privately owned property and access improvements between 

Stevens Creek Blvd and Rancho San Antonio County Park.  Specifically, at minimum a public 
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access easement would need to be obtained from Union Pacific Railroad permitting the 

public to cross the railroad tracks and Union Pacific parcel between Stevens Creek Blvd and 

Rancho San Antonio County Park.  Safe crossing would likely require construction of an 

overcrossing bridge and associated improvements. 

 

• Has activity at Lehigh caused any reduction to ridgeline height that is protected by the 

easement? Hasn’t the ridgeline easement already been violated as a result of excessive 

grading? 

 

Landslides affecting the ridgeline protected by the Ridgeline Protection Easement Deed 

(dated August 18, 1972) took place in 1987, 2001, 2002, and 2003; however, it is not known 

whether those landslides were caused by Lehigh’s activities.  In August 2021, the County 

and Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District approved a Memorandum of Agreement 

relating to the inspection and enforcement of the Ridgeline Protection Easement Deed and 

under the MOA the parties have agreed to cooperate in determining the current elevation 

of the ridgeline protected by the Easement Deed. 

 

• Why can’t we expand on the Sierra Club lawsuit and force Lehigh to stop operating? 

 

Lehigh has obtained entitlements to operate and, absent a legal basis to stop operating, 

Lehigh cannot be forced to stop operating. 

Hazardous Waste 
• What do we know about contamination at the cement plant? 

 

The public may review records for current and historical contamination investigation and 

cleanup cases on the EnviroStor (https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/) and GeoTracker 

(https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/) websites.  The County does not currently have 

any active leaking underground storage tank cases or site cleanup cases at the plant.  The 

San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board does have an open case related 

land disposal activities on the property (SL1821M610).  They have required that Lehigh 

provide technical reports and perform site assessment work to identify potential sources of 

groundwater pollution.  The reports and correspondence are available in the GeoTracker 

case file. 

 

There are also two historic Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) cases listed under 

Kaiser Cement (CT0608501786 and T0608502292).  In both cases, cleanup standards were 

met allowing the cases to be closed in 1995 and 2001.  Case closure summaries also 

available on GeoTracker.  They document any residual contamination present at the time of 



Page 7 of 11 
 

closure. 

 

• What are they storing in the underground tanks? Are the storage tanks where they put 

the creek water when they turn the creek on and off? 

 

Lehigh operates two underground storage tanks.  One tank is used to store diesel fuel.  The 

other is used to store unleaded gasoline.  Both are used to fuel vehicles and equipment 

used onsite.    

 

• What inspections are being done specific to the cement storage and sale? 

 

The Hazardous Materials Compliance Division (HMCD) performs periodic inspections of all 

areas where Lehigh handles, stores, or generates hazardous materials and hazardous 

wastes.  This includes multiple areas at the plant that support cement storage and sales.  

The next round of routine compliance inspections at Lehigh is anticipated to begin in the 

spring of 2022.  At that time, the HMCD will identify where Lehigh is actively managing 

hazardous materials and perform inspections in those areas.  During the inspections, we will 

verify compliance with the local and State hazardous materials requirements focused on 

release prevention and emergency preparedness. 

Environmental Health 
• Why is the noise monitoring taking place at night? 

 

The noise ordinance is more stringent at night. The noise limits are as follows: 

a. 10 pm to 7 am, the maximum noise level in decibels in 45 dB(A)  

b. 7 am to 10 pm, the maximus noise level in decibels  is 55 dB(A) 

 

Also, there is more noise interference during the day from freeway traffic and regular traffic 

noise and noise from the plant may not be properly recorded. Complaints received, if any, 

are for alleged noise from the plant occurring late at night, so it makes sense to monitor at 

the same time of the day/night in which the complaints are occurring. 

Regional Water Quality Control Board 
• Did the Regional Board issue any NOV’s in 2021? If so, what for? 

 

The Water Board did not issue Lehigh any Notices of Violation in 2021. 

 

• What chemicals is Lehigh putting into the creek? 

 

The Water Board issued Lehigh an NPDES permit that limits the chemicals Lehigh can put 
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into the creek. These limits maintain water quality as necessary to protect human health 

and the environment. The permit limits discharges of oil and grease, settleable matter, 

suspended solids, chlorine, antimony, chromium VI, and selenium. 

 

• How often is the creek monitored for selenium and other toxins? 

 

The NPDES permit requires Lehigh to monitor its discharges for selenium at least twice per 

month when discharging. It requires Lehigh to monitor the creek for selenium monthly 

during the wet season (November through April) and twice during each dry season (May 

through October). Monitoring for other potentially toxic pollutants ranges from monthly to 

once per year, depending on how likely each pollutant is to be found in the discharge. 

Pollutants of greater concern are monitored more frequently.  

 

• What is current health of creek habitat for fish and other animals? 

 

The severe drought is likely affecting the habitat for fish and other animals. Based on site 

inspections, we know conditions are very dry. Lehigh has not needed to discharge 

wastewater for roughly the past two years due to the very dry weather we have 

experienced.  

 

• Is Lehigh controlling water flow in the creek in any way? 

 

Lehigh does not directly control water flow in the creek, but the presence of the quarry pit 

indirectly affects creek flows.  

US Fish & Wildlife Service 
• Are there cameras on the ponds to ensure the duty of care is honored? 

 

Lehigh Permanente crafted a habitat conservation plan that includes measures for 

relocating California red-legged frogs living in the stormwater detention basins at the quarry 

before maintenance is performed. A qualified biologist that has been approved by the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) for handling listed frogs, known as a biological monitor, 

will be present for the capture and relocation effort. The biologist will relocate the frogs to 

a frog breeding pond at the downstream end of Lehigh's property. No cameras will be 

installed to monitor the breeding pond or stormwater detention basins. Instead, the 

breeding pond will be inspected annually by a qualified biologist approved by the Service to 

evaluate the suitability of the pond to support breeding California red-legged frogs. Annual 

monitoring reports with photographs of the breeding pond will be submitted to the Service 

summarizing any habitat enhancements that occurred that year and any of the biologist's 

recommendations for habitat enhancement. The Service will then work with Lehigh to make 
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any necessary improvements to the breeding pond for the benefit of the California red-

legged frog. 

Office of Supervisor Simitian 
• When will County staff report back to the Board of Supervisors on the options for the 

acquisition and the financing of the Lehigh property? 

 

Staff were asked to report back in May.  

 

• When will it be decided whether to purchase the property? Who decides? 

 

A specific date is not known at this time. The contents of the May report should help clarify 

this question somewhat. The decision ultimately will be up to the five-member, elected 

Board of Supervisors. In theory, some of the financing options could require voter approval, 

but that remains to be seen. 

 

• Why is Santa Clara County only looking at Lehigh’s violations for the past 5 years? It 

would be better to look at the last 10 years. 

 

The January 25, 2022, Referral from Supervisor Simitian actually requested a ten-year 

review, not a five-year review of violations. 

Other 
• Are you aware there have been incidents of Sheriff pursuits into the quarry because those 

on the run have found this to be an effective hiding place? (Office of the Sheriff)  

 

In following up with the Office of the Sheriff, we learned in a five-year review of their 

records, there was one instance (in 2020) of a pursuit. Their records show it terminating at 

Stevens Creek Quarry.  

 

• What is being done to the property to prevent any risk of wildfires? (County Fire) 

 

According to the Santa Clara County Fire Department, there are no additional actions that 

they are aware of being implemented to prevent wildfire in that area. In the past, fires at 

the quarry have typically been related to vehicles or equipment. Generally, at a quarry site a 

vast majority of the vegetative fuels are removed to access the minerals or material being 

mined, which is a fuels reduction strategy for wildfire further limiting risk. 

 

• Has the county looked at raising property taxes on this land to increase county revenues? 

Is the cement storage and sale taxed differently than the quarry? (County Assessor) 
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The county plays no role in “raising property taxes” as it’s solely determined by the 

provisions of the state Revenue and Taxation Code (subject of course to the allowable use 

of the property). 

 

• Does Lehigh pay a tax or fee per ton of material mined and sold? If so, what is it? To 

whom does it go? Is it negotiable? (County Assessor) 

 

The cement and cement sales are not related to property tax.  Also, any facility used to 

store cement is already taxed either on the real property or on the business division roll, so 

there is no difference. 

 

• Has anyone compared the impacts of local cement production versus import of cement? 

 

Not that we are aware of. That type of cost/benefit analysis would need to be based on the 

very specific local situation to provide an accurate comparison. The County does not have 

access to the detailed information necessary to conduct such an analysis. 

 

• What is the estimated cost of purchasing the site? 

 

Unknown at this time.  

 

• How will the proposed closure affect the cost of construction?  

 

The cement kiln has been down for most of the past two years, so the cement product has 

been imported over this time period. Permanent closure would not seem to have a different 

impact that the closure of the past two years. 

Lehigh 
• How many truck trips are there per day? 

 

Truck trips due to operations fluctuates with changing market demand. Lehigh operates within the 

limits of our permits. Since the cement plant became idle in 2020, traffic has been minimal 

compared to periods of full operation. Currently, truck trips range between 20 to 100 per day for 

cement from the terminal operations and between 0 to 225 per day for aggregate.  

 

• Is there any way to get public access to the Stevens Creek side of the property to provide public 
access through to Rancho San Antonio? 
 
No, this is not feasible. The inherent nature of mining activity represents risks for untrained 
individuals.  The property is regulated by the Federal Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) 
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which requires safety training and PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) for all personnel on 
site.  Even then they must be escorted by a Lehigh employee.   

 

• Can you explain why the kiln is currently shut down and when it is expected to resume? 
 
The cement kiln was idle due to a market decline during COVID.  Timing for kiln restart has not been 
determined. 

 

• Lehigh has hired security to patrol/monitor Stevens Creek Blvd, can they do this?  
 
Lehigh does not  “monitor” Steven Creek Boulevard.  We monitor the areas where trespassing on 
Lehigh property is a concern. Signage provides clear warnings to pedestrians that there are trucks 
coming in and out of the plant where the sidewalk ends to make sure everyone stays safe. 

 

• If the quarry is still being mined, yet the kiln is down, where is the material going? 
 
Materials from the site are sold through commercial sales.   

 

• Does Lehigh pay a “tax” or fee per ton of material mined and sold? If so what is the fee/tax? And 
to whom is it paid? Is it negotiable? (I’m not aware of Lehigh paying any type of tonnage 
surcharge to the County, but don’t know if there are state or federal charges you might want to 
share.) 

 

Lehigh pays all applicable local, state and federal taxes.   
 

• What is being done on the property to reduce the chance of wildfires?  
 
Lehigh complies with the County’s weed abatement guidelines to ensure the implementation of 
wildfire control measures.  

 

• Where is the imported cement being sourced from? 
 

The cement currently handled at the Permanente site is sourced by Martin Marietta.     

 


